Road-Rail Transport
every person had to take a licence, to drive a motoi*
vehicle, the minimum age being fixed at 18. So too the
present rule regarding registration of vehicles was made
compulsory. This registration was applicable only to thd
Province wherein it was issued, but, if it conformed to
the rules formulated by the Provincial Government, it
could be made applicable to other areas as well. Apart
from these two, namely licensing and registration, no
other direct check was sought to be enforced except the
usual rules empowering the Provincial Government to
enforce due observance of public safety by limiting speed
and generally prescribing the conditions under which a
motor vehicle could be plied for hire in public places.
Taxation in Madras. The Act was quite elementary in
its scope, and the preceding pages have amply shown how,
despite its feeble control, disorganisation, inefficiency and
competition grew apace. The first important measure to
bring effective control was the Madras Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act of 1931 which did away with all tolls and
prescribed the schedule of rates for taxation. Under this
Act, the quarterly tax for each type of vehicle was fixed.
For motor cycles fitted with pneumatic tyres, the quarterly
tax was Es. 7-8-0. For motor vehicles plying for hire
and licensed to carry not more than four passengers, the
tax was Es, 30, and in the case of vehicles licensed to carry
more than 4 persons, for every person which the vehicle
is so licensed to carry, the tax was levied at Es. 7-8-0.
With regard to motor vehicles intended to haul goods,
fhe levy was on the basis of laden weight. The rates
increased from Es. 75 in the case of vehicles not exceeding
15 ewt in unladen weight to Es. 275 for vehicles exceeding
100 ewt. in unladen weight. In the case of a trailer not
exceeding a ton in weight when unladen, the rate was
Es. 60, and when it did exceed a ton, Es. 125.$ The two
3   Madras Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1931.
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